Center Based Safe Environments Checklist

Site: ______________________
                                                Date of Completion_____________________________

Classroom: _________________

Completed by: _________________________________


	Regulation
	Item to Observe
	Yes
	No
	Notes
	Correction Date

	1304.53(a)

	Do facilities used for center-based combination options or home-based group socialization activities comply with State and local licensing requirements?

Is the license posted and current?
	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(v) 


	Are approved fire extinguishers readily available to staff? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(iv) 


	Are classrooms well lit? Is emergency lighting available in case of a power failure? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xi) 


	Are electrical outlets accessible to children covered or maintained to prevent shock? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xiv) 


	Are areas used for diapering and toileting separate from areas used for cooking, eating, and children's activities? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(a)(3) 


	Are emergency evacuation routes posted and safety procedures for emergencies (e.g., fire or weather-related) practiced regularly? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(vii) 


	Are exits clearly visible and evacuation routes clearly marked and posted so the path to safety outside is unmistakable?   

(Note: Head Start Program Performance Standard 1304.53(a)(10)(vii) does not indicate exit signs must be posted and lit.) 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xvi) 


	Are garbage and trash stored and disposed of in a safe, sanitary manner? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(i) 


	Are heating and cooling systems insulated to protect children and staff from injury such as burns? 

Applies to: Programs in climates that require heating or cooling systems or both 

	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(vi)
	Are smoke detectors installed and tested regularly? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xii) 


	Are windows and glass doors constructed, adapted, or adjusted to prevent injury to children? Look for a seal on the safety glass. 


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(c)(1) 


	Are all child medications labeled and stored, under lock and key, and refrigerated, if necessary? Is emergency medication (e.g., EpiPen) stored out of children's reach yet accessible quickly? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(viii) 


	Does the program ensure that indoor and outdoor premises are cleaned daily and kept free of undesirable and hazardous materials and conditions?  
	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(x) 


	Are playground equipment and surfaces maintained to minimize injury to children? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(b)(3) APPLIES ONLY TO: Programs serving infants and toddlers 


	Are mattresses used for infants firm, and is soft bedding, such as comforters, pillows, fluffy blankets, or stuffed toys avoided? 

	
	
	
	

	1304.53(b)(2)
APPLIES ONLY TO: Programs serving infants and toddlers 


	Are all infant and toddler toys made of nontoxic materials and 
sanitized regularly? 
(review sanitizing schedule for this question)


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(5)  


	Are there at least 35 square feet of usable indoor space--excluding bathrooms, halls, kitchen, staff rooms, and storage space per child?

(measure space or have measurements easily available)


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(5)  


	Are there at least 75 square feet of usable outdoor space per child?
	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(9) 
	Are outdoor play areas at arranged to prevent children from getting into both unsafe and unsupervised areas? Does the program ensure that children en route to play areas are not exposed to vehicular traffic without supervision? 
 Note: Fences are not required. However, where fences, walls, or other barriers are present, they, themselves, must not pose a safety hazard. 

	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(4)
APPLIES ONLY TO: Programs serving infants and toddlers 


	Does the program ensure that the indoor and outdoor space in Early Head Start (EHS) or Head Start (HS) centers in use by mobile infants and toddlers is separated from general walkways and from areas in use by preschoolers? 

	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(7)
	Are facilities, equipment and materials maintained, repaired, safe and secured? 

	
	
	
	

	1304.53(b)(1)(iii) 


	Are all equipment, toys, materials, and furniture age appropriate, safe, and supportive of children with disabilities? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xvii) 


	Are provisions are made for children with disabilities to ensure their safety, comfort, and participation. 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(8),
	Is the environment is free of toxins, such as cigarette smoke, lead, pesticides, herbicides, and other air pollutants, and water contaminants? 

	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(1)(i), ,    1304.22(e)(1)(ii) 1304.22(e)(1)(iii), 1304.22(e)(1)(iv),
	Do staff, volunteers, and children wash their hands with soap and running water: 

• After diapering or toilet use,

• Before food preparation, handling, consumption, or any other food-related activity

• Whenever hands are contaminated with blood or other bodily fluids, and         

• After handling pets or other animals? 
,


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(2)(i), 1304.22(e)(2)(ii), 1304.22(e)(2)(iii)
	Do staff and volunteers wash their hands with soap and running water: 

• Before and after giving medications,      
• Before and after treating or bandaging a wound (nonporous gloves should be worn if there is contact with blood or blood-containing body fluids), and          

• After assisting a child with toilet use?       

	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(4) 


	Are spilled bodily fluids cleaned up and disinfected immediately according to professionally established guidelines? Are tools and equipment used to clean spills disinfected promptly? Are blood-contaminated materials disposed of in a plastic bag with a secure tie? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(3) 


	Do staff and volunteers wear nonporous gloves when in contact with blood or other visibly bloody bodily fluids?  


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(5)  


	Does the program adopt sanitation and hygiene practices for diapering that protect children and staff's health and safety adequately? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(e)(6)
	Are potties emptied into the toilet and cleaned and disinfected after each use in a utility sink for that purpose? 

	
	
	
	

	1304.22(f)(2) 


	Are first aid kits restocked? Is there an inventory of first aid kits conducted? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.22(f)(1) 


	 First aid kits:

· Are well supplied and appropriate for ages served and program size, 

• Items in kits are within the expiration date, if applicable,  

• All staff working with children know where the kits are located,  

• are kept out of children's reach, and 

• Program has a portable first aid kit for use on trips to offsite locations or on the playground. 


	
	
	
	

	California Community Care Licensing Division Regulation

101226(d)
	Does the first aid kit include the following supplies?

1) A current edition of first aid manual          

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2) Sterile first-aid dressings                            
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3) Bandages or roller bandages                       

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4) Adhesive tape                                              
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5) Scissors                                                       
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6) Tweezers           
 FORMCHECKBOX 

7) Thermometer                                               
 FORMCHECKBOX 

8) Antiseptic solution                                      
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	

	1304.23(e)(1) 


	Do Food service vendor used by the program observe Federal, State, local, or Tribal safety and sanitation regulations related to food handling? 

Grantee and delegate have available all licenses and certificates that permit them to handle and serve food? Are such licenses and certifications are posted? 


	
	
	
	

	1304.53(a)(10)(xiii) 


	Is the water supply adequate and approved by the State or local health authority? Can you show me documentation of licensing inspection? Record the date of the most recent inspection. 


	
	
	
	

	1304.23(e)(2) APPLIES ONLY TO: Programs serving infants and toddlers 


	Does the program ensure that facilities are available for proper refrigerated storage and handling of breast milk and formula? 

	
	
	
	

	Class Size

	1306.32(a)(2),


	What is the predominant age of the children in the classroom? 


	
	
	
	

	1306.32(a)(3), 


	If the predominant age of the group is four or five year old children, is the class size between 17 and 20 children? Note: No more than 20 children can be enrolled in any one class. 


	
	
	
	

	1306.32(a)(4), 


	For double session classes with predominant age of the group being four to five year old children, is the class size between 15 and 17 children? No more than 17 children may be enrolled on a double session class


	
	
	
	

	1306.32(a)(5)
	For classes where the predominant age of the group is three years of age, is the group size between 15 and 17 children? No more than 17 children can be enrolled in a class where the predominant age is three years. 


	
	
	
	

	1306.32(a)(6)


	For double session where the predominant age of the group is three years of age, is the group size between 13 and 15 children? No more than 15 children may be enrolled in double session with predominantly three year olds in the group.


	
	
	
	

	1304.52(g)(4)  

APPLIES ONLY TO: Center-based programs serving infants and toddlers
	Does the program ensure that no more than eight children are placed in an infant and toddler room and no more than four children are assigned to each teacher? 

	
	
	
	

	1306.20(c),
	Does each class have at least two paid staff in the classroom and, when possible, a third person who is a volunteer? 
.


	
	
	
	

	1306.20(e)

	Is this a combination program option? If so, is there a teacher and a teacher aid or two teachers in the classroom and, when possible, a third person who is a volunteer?  Staffing for this program option must also include a a staff who does home visits
	
	
	
	

	California Regulation 

R-39-97

January 1, 2001


	Is there a Playground Inspection Report for the playground? 

Each State of California public playground that is paid for by public funds will have a Certified Playground Inspection Report, “safety audit report” by a “certified playground inspector”.                  
	
	
	
	

	California Community Care Licensing Division Regulation

101223(B)(2)
	Has a copy of the LIC 613A (9/96) [Personal Rights Form] been posted in a prominent place?
	
	
	
	


